Effect of Solanum lycocarpum St. Hill on various haematological parameters in diabetic rats.
Solanum lycocarpum St. Hill (SL) is commonly used in Brazilian folk medicine. The aim of the present study was to evaluate the validity of the traditional therapeutic indication of SL as hypoglycaemic agent. The extract reduced glycemia to 92.4mg/dl in alloxan induced diabetic rats (230.5mg/dl). We also investigated the potential of SL as antioxidant (it reduced in 27% nitrate generation in diabetic animals). Our results also demonstrated that SL is not ulcerogenic and restored haemoglobin and haematocrit to normal values in diabetic animals.